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Award in 1967. Having walked alongside Dr.
King, a fearless leader who challenged contin-
ued racial segregation and believed that “op-
pressed people cannot remain oppressed for-
ever,” | am committed to continuing the legacy
of Dr. King and the SCLC.

Under the helm of President Joseph Lowery
for much of its existence—from 1977 until
1997, the SCLC advanced Dr. King’s dream
for an America—a society united behind the
banner of equality and freedom. Today, the
SCLC remains strong under the leadership of
Dr. Charles Steele, Jr., promoting a number of
programs in the areas of economic empower-
ment, health advocacy, education, and crimi-
nal justice. The SCLC has also established
the Martin Luther King, Jr., Conflict Resolution
Center, an international initiative to promote
Dr. King’s principle of nonviolence as a means
to resolving conflicts throughout the world.

We've come a long ways over the last 50
years, and the work of the SCLC continues to
be of critical importance. It is to the credit of
Dr. King and other leaders of the SCLC that
today the torch of the civil rights movement is
carried by many hands. One of those hands is
Dr. King’s son, Martin Ill, who headed the
SCLC from 1997 until 2003 and remains com-
mitted to the organization’s vision. So fol-
lowing the lead of Martin Ill, Joseph Lowery,
Ralph Abernathy, and of course Dr. King, let
us continue the work and legacy of the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference on its
50th anniversary.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. KIL-
PATRICK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KILPATRICK addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TOWNS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TOWNS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. COHEN addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PAYNE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ScOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCOTT of Virginia addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. ROTH-
MAN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROTHMAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-

H8959

woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LEE addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the

Extensions of Remarks.)
———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr.
COURTNEY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. COURTNEY addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
SCHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is recognized for
half the time until midnight as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I
come to the floor tonight for what was
to be the leadership hour, but the hour
has gotten so late that this will really
only be a few minutes of discussion on
the reauthorization of the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, the
program known as SCHIP.

This program was introduced 10 years
ago by a Republican House of Rep-
resentatives. It was a bipartisan plan
to help low-income children to have
health care coverage. This program
was to be reauthorized in 10 years’
time. That 10 years is up on September
30, 2 months from tonight.

We all agree, on both sides of the
aisle, that we want to make sure chil-
dren of low-income families have the
health care coverage that they need.
But, Madam Speaker, we are also anx-
ious to be certain that we don’t do so
at the expense of senior citizens on
Medicare. We would like to make sure
we don’t raise taxes to do this. And a
lot of us are concerned about perma-
nently expanding yet another entitle-
ment program. Anyone who reads the
newspaper today knows that we al-
ready have trouble with the entitle-
ment programs that are already there.

The problems with the bill that has
been introduced by the Democrats that
we had read in our committee last
week: the Democratic bill reauthorizes
the SCHIP program as a permanent en-
titlement, $159 billion over 10 years.
One of the biggest problems is there is
no income limit for SCHIP eligibility.
Current SCHIP guidelines are for fami-
lies at or below 200 percent of the Fed-
eral poverty limit. Some States go
higher than that. But, Madam Speaker,
look what happens when you go to
these higher levels:

The current authorization, again, is
for 200 percent of the Federal poverty
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